


Art Analysis Paper Instructions

In this assignment, I want to encourage students to explore a real art museum in your area.  For students unable to visit a real museum visit you are REQUIRED to select an artwork from the Art List for a Virtual Visit provided below.  History museums, Civil Rights Museums, Infantry Museums, Children’s Museums, Aquariums, etc. are NOT art museums.  Please confirm your chosen art museum with me if you are unsure.  

I am most interested in reading a student paper when I feel that the student is genuinely observing a work of art and applying the course art concepts and art vocabulary (see the Writing Guide for developing your papers.)  Students PLEASE DO NOT fill your paper with a lot of boring, biographical facts about the artist’s life.  I will return these types of papers and you will need to resubmit the assignment again for a lower grade.  

Learn what you can inside the museum as if you were a Columbo art detective.  Ask the art museum docent questions about the artwork and the artist.  Take good notes about the artwork such as the title, date, medium used (oils, cast bronze, ceramics, etc.) and the overall dimensions.  Take your Smart Phone or Camera to make pictures of the single artwork you will focus on for the paper.  Take detailed shots of the work as well as overall shots capturing the entire work.  These can add a marvelous visual connection in your paper between words and what you are visually describing.  They also make the paper easier for me to understand and enjoy.  I will be sending out a quick tutorial on how to embed images into your papers this term.  There is a right way and a wrong way to do this.  

Students you will need to read and follow the Writing Guide for the art paper.  These Writing Guidelines have been send to you.  Note:  I WILL NOT ACCEPT ANY PAPERS THAT DO NOT FOLLOW THE WRITING GUIDELINES.  These guidelines ensure that the student is engaging in the course concepts and art vocabulary unique to our course.  No exceptions.

Paper Format
Select one favorite work of art from your entire art museum visit (this could be a painting, sculpture, or crafts object) and write an art analysis of this chosen work of art.  Please use 12-point font, Time Roman Regular Text, standard margins, and please single space your papers.   A paper should be no less than 800 words in length.  Papers less than 800 words in length will be penalized. Most art museums do not allow pens so take a few sharp pencils, a stiff writing surface and writing paper.  You should also take the Writing Guide to assist you in detecting, analyzing, describing, and revealing visual clues about this work of art.  Apply your course art concepts and art vocabulary as they apply to your chosen work of art.


REQUIRED ART LIST FOR A VIRTUAL ART MUSEUM VISIT:
If you are NOT visiting a Museum of Fine Art in person then you are required to choose a work of art from the list provided below.  Other substitutes for a virtual museum visits will NOT be accepted.

http://www.metmuseum.org/Collections/search-the-collections/130006301
Marble Bust of Herodotos, Roman, Carved Marble. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, New York. Click the full screen link and click the plus sign to enlarge the work and examine it carefully.

http://www.metmuseum.org/Collections/search-the-collections/130015197
Marble Statue of Aphrodite, Roman, Carved Marble, Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, New York.  There are several “Additional Views” below the main art image.  Click the full screen link and click the plus sign to enlarge the work and examine it carefully.

http://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search#!/search?artist=Monet,%20Claude$Claude%20Monet
Choose any single painting by Claude Monet within the pages provided in the above link.  Only click the arrow at the bottom of the page ONCE to see additional Monet’s.  The work must be by Claude Monet and within the Metropolitan Museum of Art Collection link provided above.  Any other painting by any other artist will not be acceptable.

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/geok/hd_geok.htm
Choose any single painting by Georgia O’Keeffe within the pages provided in the above link.  Only click the arrow at the bottom of the page ONCE to see additional O’Keeffe paintings (do not choose drawings or photographs stick to the paintings only.)  The work must be by Georgia O’Keeffe and within the Metropolitan Museum of Art Collection link provided above.  Any other painting by any other artist will not be acceptable.

http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/hurs/hd_hurs.htm
Choose any single painting by an artist listed in The Hudson River School of painting Thematic Essay.  You can click the icons to see individual artworks.  Choose one of these artwork icons to serve as the basis for your paper.   Do not veer off this page featuring Hudson River School painters.  Only an artist’s work featured on this page will be acceptable for this assignment.
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